
Claims 

1. An electronic publishing system, comi^rising: 

a data collection interface for collecting user data 
from users of a plurality of websites'; 

a database for separately stor/ng collected user data 
for each website; 

a publisher interface that allows a publisher for each 
website to create a message specification associated with 
the publisher's website, wherei/i the publisher interface 
includes : 

a mechanism for sel^ecting a template from a 
plurality of templates; 

a mechanism for inputting information; 

/ ... 
a mechanism for designating a recipient criteria; 

a scheduling me(fhanism for establishing a delivery 

time; and 

a message builder that accesses a server and generates 
a message for delivery to a targeted group of website users 
based on the message specification created by the publisher. 

2. The system of clai/m 1, wherein the user data includes 
demographic inf ormat/ion . 



30 




3. The system of claim 2, wherein the message builder 
compares the recipient criteria designated by the publisher 
to the demographic information of the users to match the 
inputted segments of information with groups of users. 

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the information comprises 
story content . 

5. The system of claim 1, wherein the information comprises 
at least one advertisement. 

6. The system of claim 1, wherein the message builder 
comprises : 

a scheduler for grouping advertisements with story 
content and for determining specific users that will receive 
each message; 

a formatter for generating the messages in the selected 
templates; and 

a mailer for delivering the messages at the established 
delivery time. 
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7. The system of claim 1, wherein the user data collection 
queries used to collect the user data a/re pre-determined by 
the publisher of the associated website. 



8. The system of claim 1, wherein the plurality of templates 
includes: / 

a calendar; / 
a newsletter; and / 
a map. / 

9. The system of claim 1, wherein each template is 
ustomizable. / 

10. The system of claim 1, wherein the publisher interface 
further includes a mechanism for choosing from a plurality 
of delivery modes, / 

11. The system of /claim 10, wherein the plurality of 
delivery modes include electronic messaging, facsimile, and 
wireless communiication . 

12. The system/of claim 1, further comprising a system for 
un- subscribing users, wherein un-subscribed users will not 
receive the message. 
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13 , A program product stored on a refcordable media for 
electronically publishing inf ormatipn, comprising: 

a system for separately storing user data collected 
from users of a plurality of websiites; 

a publishing system, wherein/ the publishing system 
allows a publisher of each website to create a message 
specification associated with tl/e publisher's website, 
including : 

a system for inputting information; 
a system for selecting a template from a plurality 
f templates in which the inflormation will be displayed; 

a system for desi^iating a recipient criteria; and 
a system for designating a time of delivery. 

14. The program product of claim 13, further comprising: 
a system for determining specific website users to 

receive a message based oi^ the recipient criteria designated 

by the publisher; 

a system for displaying the message in the selected 

template; and / 

a system for delivering the message to the specific 

website users at the designated time of delivery. 
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15. The program product of clairr/l4, wherein the specific 
website users are determined when a match is established 
between the recipient criteria/ designated by the publishers 
and the stored user data. 

16. The program product of /claim 14, further comprising a 
system for customizing the templates. 
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17. A computer system for electronically giublishing 
information, comprising : 
a processor; 

a computer system memory; 

an interface; and 

a software product stored on the^ computer system memory 
and executable by the processor, wherein the software 
product comprises : 

a system for separately storing user data 
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ollected from users of a plurality of websites; 

a publishing system, wherein the publishing system 
allows a publisher of each website to create a message 
specification associated with uhe publisher's website, and 
includes : 

a system for ifiputting information; 
a system for ^electing a template from a 
plurality of templates; 

a system for/ designating a recipient 

criteria; and 

a system fcfr designating a time of delivery. 
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18. The computer system of claim 17, whe^in the software 
product further comprises: / 

a system for determining specifac website users to 
receive a message based on the recipient criteria designated 
by the publisher; / 

a system for displaying/ the message in the selected 
template; and / 

a system for delivefring the message to the specific 
website users at the ^fesignated time of delivery. 

19. The program n^roduct of claim 18, wherein the specific 
website users ar^ determined by matching the recipient 
criteria designated by the publishers to the stored user 
data. / 

20. The program product of claim 17, further comprising a 
system for customizing the templates. 
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21. A method of electronically publislfhing information, 
comprising the following steps: / 

collecting user data from a users of a plurality of 
websites with a user data collection interface; 

separately storing the user data in a database; 
providing a publisher interface system, wherein a 
plurality of publishers can create a message specification 
by: / 

inputting informatiom, wherein the information 
includes story content and advertisements; 

selecting a template from a plurality of 
templates; / 

designating a reacipient criteria; and 
designating a time for delivery. 

22. The method of claim ^21, further comprising: 

generating and delivering messages to the website users 
based on the message specification created by the publisher 
of the associated website. 
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23. The method of claim 22, wherein the step of ge/ierating 
and delivering comprises: 

grouping the story content with the advertisements; 

determining specific website users to Receive the 
messages based on the designated recipierft criteria; 

generating the messages in the sheeted templates; and 

delivering the messages to the/specific website users 
at the designated time. 



24. The method of claim 23, wherein the determining step 
comprises : 

comparing the rec/pient criteria designated by the 
publishers to the use^r data collected from the website 
users; and 

selecting specific website users when data collected 
from the website users matches the recipient criteria 
designated by /the publisher. 



25. The met'hod of claim 21, further comprising customizing 
jlect^c 



the selecued template, 
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26. A method for electronically publi/hing information, 
comprising the following steps: / 

accessing a detail window to designate message details, 
including: / 

selecting a time for deaivery for the information; 
selecting a template yrom a plurality of 
templates; / 

accessing a news window Lo input the information and 
designate news details, inc^ding: 

selecting a title for the information; 
entering story ^ontent into a text box; and 
selecting a target recipient criteria; 

27. The method of claifn 26, further comprising: 

accessing a target window; and 

creating a taiyget recipient criteria by selecting at 
least one recipient characteristic. 

28. The method/of claim 27, further comprising: 

accessin/g a second news window; 
selecting a title for the information; 

entering the desired information into a text box; and 
selecting target recipient criteria for the 
information. 
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29. The method s{t claim 26, further comprising: 
access^g an advertisement window; and 
selecting advertisements to accompany the story 

content 
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